INTRODUCTION
This editorial, which will be a permanent feature in the first issue of each yearly volume of the journal, represents a new initiative for Annals of Tourism Research. Its purpose is to offer a space of reflexivity both about the journal itself and the knowledge which it publishes. It will be presented in two main sections. The first section, titled Journal Developments, offers an update on the journal itself. This will include information about changes to the editorial board, a summary of any changes to the journal's protocols, a commentary on some of the broad data available for the journal and reflections on the journal. The second section, titled Developments in Knowledge, will offer a reflection on recent articles published in the journal. It will 2 analyze trends in tourism knowledge published in Annals.
JOURNAL DEVELOPMENTS

Editorial Changes
As from January 2008 Jafar Jafari stepped down as Editor-in-Chief of Annals and John Tribe took over this role. Annals has not yet carried a note of appreciation to Dr Jafari and so this is an opportune moment to make a few brief comments. Jafar was the founding editor of Annals and guided the journal from its instigation in 1973 through its first thirty four volumes. Looking back at the first issues shows what incredible progress the journal has made through Jafar's stewardship since these early issues bear almost no resemblance to later issues of the journal. Jafar had the foresight to establish Annals as a social sciences journal in Tourism. But he also demonstrated many other qualities as Editor-in-Chief.
Perhaps the first of these was a meticulous eye for detail, quality and standards.
Second was Jafar's ability to assemble such a renowned team of academics to make up the editorial board. He was able to do this through his extensive international personal networks and deep understanding of the extent of the social sciences. Third, Jafar was a most able and efficient administrator of the journal, developing the robust systems that still serve the journal well. Fourth, Jafar was able to engender a huge amount of loyalty and pride in the editorial team, authors and readers. Finally, Jafar instigated the Annals editorial model where a team of specialist resource editors take responsibility for the review and processing of submitted articles. This is a great strength of Annals as it means that editorial power does not rest solely with one person. Rather editorial power is diffused and the system enables a good matching of editorial expertise to the discipline(s) and subjects deployed in papers submitted. But 3 perhaps above all it was Jafar's personal touch and philosophy that has made the journal what it is today. Jafar's communications with his editorial team were always efficient and personal. His philosophy was that the journal should uphold the best possible standards whilst at the same time being supportive of its authors. Jafar was fond of saying "we should not be gate closers but gate openers".
These few sentences cannot do full justice to Jafar's contribution, especially through Annals, to the development of Tourism as a serious field of academic study. Over the years he carefully crafted and nurtured the journal, its standards, its culture and its team -so that Annals has become the clear leader and benchmark for journals in this field.
Protocols, Approaches and Journal Structure
The following are the main recent changes to the protocols of the journal which have been designed to make writing for the journal more streamlined:
1. The journal now uses the Elsevier Electronic Submission (EES) system <http://ees.elsevier.com/atr/>. All submissions (except book reviews) and all communications between the editorial team and authors now take place using this platform.
2. The need for an abstract in French has been discontinued.
3. The referencing system used by the journal is now the standard American Psychological Association (APA) format. This means that programmes such as Endnote and Reference Manager can be used by article authors to compile reference lists.
As well as these three protocol changes there have been two changes that relate to 4 allowable approaches in submitted articles:
1. It was not previously allowed to write an Annals article using the first person. This prohibition has now been lifted with the following proviso.
The first person is allowable if the method deployed by the research justifies and explains its use.
2. The acceptability of economics papers in Annals has been debated over the years. Current editorial policy is that economics is a key discipline of the social sciences and therefore such articles are welcome for this journal.
This then gives rise to a discussion as to whether such articles should be permitted to use detailed mathematical notation, formulae and equations.
The policy here is also now clarified. Most social science disciplines have their specialist languages and approaches. These may not be readily understood outside of the discipline. The same rules should apply to economics articles. Since mathematical notation, formulae and equations form part of the specialist language of economics their use should be permitted even though these may not be readily understood outside of the discipline. To restrict the permissible language of economics articles would restrict the ability of its researchers to advance the frontiers of knowledge. However it is hoped that authors of such articles will attempt to make their findings accessible to a wider audience of social scientists.
Starting with this issue Annals is also embarking upon a series of review papers that clarify the state of the art on key issues (one for each issue). These are invited contributions of around 9000 words from leading experts in the tourism field. They are subject to the regular journal standards of double blind review.
The specification for these articles is as follows: 5 1. Essentially they will be state of the art reviews on key issues. Their purpose is:
1.1. to be the key reference for others researching in this area There are a number of ways of assessing the popularity and the impact of articles published in Annals. Table 3 presents an overview of the most cited articles published in the past 5 years as recorded in Scopus (Andereck et al., 2005; Barros, 2005; Weaver, 2005; Uriely, 2005; Lee et al., 2005; Saarinen, 2006; Pan & Fesenmaier, 2006; Reisinger & Steiner, 2006; Cooper, 2006; Tribe, 2006) . *** insert table 3
Using a different measure of impact, Table 4 presents a summary of the most downloaded papers in Annals (Wang, 1999; Beerli & Marton, 2004; Chhabra et al., 2003; Gallarza et al., 2002; Waitt, 2003; Miller et al., 2010; Taylor, 2001; Alegre & Garau, 2010; Smallman & Moore, 2010; Stone & Sharpley, 2008 The aim of this section is to reflect upon knowledge trends from a social science journal standpoint using published papers as the main point of reference. Such a reflection may hopefully help readers better appreciate patterns and trends created by 7 published content in Annals.
As stated in the journal's aims and scope, Annals is a social sciences journal focusing upon the academic perspectives of tourism. It is dedicated to developing theoretical constructs and it expands frontiers of knowledge in and contributes to the literature on tourism social science through both structuring and being structured by multidisciplinary research. Such a mission is clearly reflected in the journal's publication agenda. Major contributions from the last two volumes, 81 main articles in total, can be roughly grouped into subject categories which are set out in the following subsections:
Reflections on Tourism Research and Knowledge Production
Reflections on tourism studies, its knowledge production and its theoretical state-of-the-art from paradigmatic, methodological and multidisciplinary perspectives have constituted a primary subject area of published articles in recent volumes. These articles are reflected through a number of subject headwords in the journal's cumulative "Subject Index" (<www.elsevier.com/locate/annals>). For example, in the two volume indices (36:771-776 and 37:1230-1236) , such headwords, in alphabetic order, are "Communication, research; Community, scientific; Discipline; Education; Epistemology; Ethnography; Knowledge, sociology of; Methodology; Model; Paradigm; Philosophy; Research; Theory; and Tourism, study of". "Multidisciplinary approach" as a headword is also cross-referenced to "Anthropology; Economics; Geography; and Sociology".
Specifically research on the above subjects is augmented through a series of articles that either directly or indirectly contribute to such reflections and critiques on tourism studies and its knowledge production. A number of theories or theoretical models are adopted to or applied in tourism.
As a relatively new subject in Annals, network or networking is explored both as a theory and a methodological approach in tourism studies. Baggio, Scott and Cooper In addition, collaboration theory is adopted to understand power relations in destination branding (Marzano & Scott, 2009 ); self determination theory introduced 9 to account for motivation and behavior in tourism consumptions (White & Thompson, 2009 ); and social memory theory used to describe the process through which tourism can engage in creating and perpetuating the memories articulated through memorials of previous generations (Winter, 2009) . A number of authors have adopted a critical theory approach to the scrutiny of tourism education (Ayikoru, Tribe & Airey, 2009 ), tourism research and scholarship (Pernecky & Jamal, 2010; Ren, Pritchard & Morgan, 2010) , and the sense-making of tourism as an encounter for individuals with vision problems (Richards, Pritchard & Morgan, 2010) . From the consumer behavior perspective, a number studies revisit behavior and choice, as well as logistic models in the tourist decision-making, destination choice, and other tourism behavioral contexts (Cole, 2009; Decrop, 2010; Krider, Arguello, Campbell & Mora, 2010; Smallman & Moore, 2010) .
In terms of paradigms and research methodology, Annals has maintained its usual mix of innovative methodology, particularly critical, interpretive and constructivist approaches. Apart from five conceptual discussion and review papers, in 76 recent main articles, 45 articles (60%) adopt qualitative inductive approaches; 21 articles (27%) present quantitative deductive descriptions; and ten articles (about 13%) use mixed method approaches. Typical qualitative-inductive approaches in the past two volumes include phenomenology of visitor experience to sacred sites (Andriotis, 2009) , visual autoethnography as a method for exploring tourists' experiences (Scarles, 2010) , ethnography of rural destination development and change in a critical post-colonial context (Tucker, 2010) , and an ethnographical account of transformation and experiential learning of international students through tourism and cross-cultural communication (Brown, 2009) . Deductive approaches are exemplified by research on scale development to measure vacation/leisure constraints (Hung & Petrick, 2010) . 10 
Development, Impact, and Community
Another major area of published research in the last two volumes relates to subjects such as development, impacts and community, which are also cross-referenced to headwords such as collaboration, planning, policy, poverty, stakeholder, and sustainability. Both general and specific approaches are taken to research into tourism development, impacts and community. For example, Minnaert, Maitland and Miller (2009) report on the value of social tourism in increasing family and social capital and hence its contribution to social policy in European societies.
From country specific perspectives, Amuquandoh (2010) examines residents' subjective definitions of tourism and its perceived impacts on development in Ghana. 
Authenticity and Tourist Experience
A third focus area is authenticity and tourist experience. Topics of published research in this category include tourist experience mediated through videos and/or 12 movies, alternative tourism experience, and conceptual discussions on authenticity and tourism experience, among others. For example, Tussyadiah and Fesenmaier (2009) Collins-Kreiner (2010) looks into the key issues, arguments and conceptualizations on pilgrimage scholarship. A shift to postmodern approaches is discussed in her critique of pilgrimage studies, which is accompanied by features such as expansions of research areas and shifting from differentiation to dedifferentiation, from general/external elements to individual/inner experience, from object/objectivity to subject/subjectivity, and from "either/or" to "both/and" approaches. 
Typologies of Tourists
Relating to authenticity and tourist experiences are five articles dealing with the roles or typologies of tourists. As in past volumes, backpackers have remained a popular topic in Annals. Reichel, Fuchs and Uriely (2009) Finally, Eriksson's (2010) historical account focuses on Sweden during the interwar years. The paper uses the notions of dirt and cleanliness to examine tourist constructions of differences between themselves and other people, as well as to conceptualize modernity. The author argues that tourist perceptions of cleanliness and dirt can be used to mediate modernity, race, and the authenticity of cultural experiences. 18 
Representation, Identity, and Image
In indexing Annals, topics such as representation, identity and image are also frequently cross-referenced to subjects such as interpretation, semiotics, and language.
Taken together and largely from cultural studies perspectives, these headwords collectively inform a gradually increasing area of tourism research in this journal.
Specifically, in the past two volumes, eight articles contribute to this growing body of knowledge. Raento's (2009) play an important role in fostering university students' entrepreneurial traits and intentions, a significant relationship is identified between innovation, propensity to take risks, entrepreneurial families and entrepreneurial intentions.
A study of tourists as targets of crimes is reported by Boakye (2010) . With empirical evidence from Ghana, the study explores the degree to which tourist's level of institutionalization (i.e., accommodation preference, reliance on travel intermediaries, and travel party size) influences their suitability for becoming targets of crime in their destination. It is found that tourists' choice of travel options significantly relates to the degree to which they are exposed to crimes. Chang, Kivela and Mak (2010) examine food preferences of Chinese tourists traveling in Australia.
Drawing from on-site participant observations and focus group interviews, the authors 22 propose a typology to describe and contrast the participants' dining attitudes, motivations and behavior. The study highlights the influence of Chinese food culture on the participants' dining behavior while traveling in overseas destinations.
New Subject Areas
The introduction of new subject headwords into the comprehensive subject index of Annals is an indication of new knowledge explored or new territories charted in tourism research It is also suggestive of changes in the journal's publishing agenda incorporating subjects that were not previously dealt with due to the journal's publication scope or policy.
In terms of new subjects in 2010, the following headwords are notable in the Volume Index (37:1230-1236). "Tourism satellite account" is introduced under "Economics"; "geographically weighted regression" under "Methodology, Analytical".
For 2009, five new subjects were introduced in the Volume Index (36:771-776). They are: Discourse; Humor; Power; Slavery; and Stamps. These subjects add dimensions to, and expand the domains of, representation and identity, culture and heritage, authenticity and tourist experience, and development and impacts. In addition, the expansion of knowledge on existing subjects in Volume 36 encompasses the following: Knowledge, sociology of; Representation, politics of; Social, tourism; Theory, neoliberalism, self determination, and social memory; and Tour, virtual.
In summary the subject areas of published research in recent volumes of Annals display two characteristics. The first is an interrelatedness of research topics across subject domains. Very often, one article deals with issues crossing two or more subject domains. Second, subject areas are generic and broad, and often of an interdisciplinary nature. Arguably, it is within such interdisciplinary contexts that theories indigenous to tourism are most likely to emerge. In state-of-the-art analyses, 23 it is often noted that tourism research is atheoretical and that any theorizing is readily claimed by parent disciplines (Tribe, 2006; Xiao & Smith, 2006) . Looking at these articles under the above-largely trans-disciplinary-knowledge domains, we feel that tourism is gradually evolving from a multidisciplinary endeavor onto an interdisciplinary stage of research and scholarship. We believe that theoretical advancements in tourism are more likely to occur in an interdisciplinary rather than a multidisciplinary state (or stage) of research. As evidenced by published subjects in this social sciences journal, theories indigenous to tourism are possibly more likely to be developed around subjects or problem areas such as tourists and tourist experience; destination and attractions; and tourism-centered development, behavior, representation, and social-cultural change.
CONCLUSION
Tourism is changing as a field of research and practice. On the one hand, as international and/or cross-border travel develops, new forms of international tourism are challenging the traditional economic and neo-colonial modes of thinking which have for years dominated tourism discourse. On the other hand, the booming of domestic tourism has further blurred its boundaries with recreation, leisure, hospitality, health, and culture and heritage industries in joint pursuits of quality of life and well-being in increasingly service-oriented societies. In response to societal demand for diversity, identity, and sustainability, conventional industries are seeking new ways of growth in the same process of change, where leisure, recreation and tourism are often integrated as alternatives to traditional livelihoods in agriculture or farming, fishery, forestry, mining and manufacturing. Over the last decades, tourism has provided international and geopolitical platforms for the promotion of economic development, world peace, conflict or crisis resolutions, sustainability, poverty 24 alleviation, and low carbon lifestyles in response to global warming and climate change. In addition, a community paradigm is gradually establishing itself in tourism policy and planning, and development and operations, where knowledge is contextually mobilized by engaging participants or stakeholders through the nurturing of communities of learning and practice.
In retrospect, it is interesting to ask whether tourism research has reflected such changes. Notably, tourism is no longer a new field of academic endeavor. Nonetheless it is imperative to ask what has been achieved in tourism studies. What is its current state-of-the-art? Where is its future? Are we for example able to discern An Academy of Hope (Ateljevic, Morgan & Pritchard, 2007) , a turn towards Critical Tourism Studies or New Tourism Research (Tribe, 2005) ? Or indeed could it be that social science is no longer a useful academic lens or grouping for tourism? The epistemology of tourism is certainly under ever more radical scrutiny and critique as evidenced by Coles et al's (2009) conceptualization of tourism as a post-disciplinary area of study and Hannam's (2009) claim that tourism studies is best approached through nomadology and the mobilities paradigm.
These and similar issues of the frontiers of knowledge in tourism social science will be returned to in future editorials. 
